
Topic 14. Camelids (Alpacas and Llamas)

Camelids, including alpacas and llamas, are commonly kept in small and mixed-use agricultural settings for 
fiber, breeding, companionship, or livestock guarding. From a biosecurity perspective, camelid management 
emphasizes understanding how movement, shared environments, and species-specific health considerations 
influence disease pathways.

Animal movement is an important factor in camelid biosecurity. Alpacas and llamas may be introduced from 
outside sources, moved between pastures, transported for breeding, sale, or exhibition, or temporarily commin-
gled with animals from other operations. These movements create opportunities for indirect exposure through 
contact with other animals, people, equipment, or transport environments. Biosecurity education focuses on 
recognizing when movement occurs and how it fits into the broader health context of the herd.

Environmental interfaces also play a role. Camelids are often housed in pasture-based systems that may overlap 
with wildlife habitat, neighboring farms, or shared fence lines. Cervids, birds, and small mammals may traverse 
camelid areas without direct interaction but still contribute to background exposure risk. Educational approach-
es emphasize awareness of these interfaces rather than attempting to fully control them.

Health monitoring is central to camelid biosecurity. Regular observation of posture, gait, appetite, behavior, and 
fiber condition helps establish what is normal for individual animals and groups. In small herds, familiarity with 
individual camelids often supports early recognition of subtle changes. Linking observations with basic records 
can help preserve context over time.

Camelids have species-specific health and management considerations that differ from other livestock, including 
unique anatomy, physiology, and disease profiles. Biosecurity education emphasizes understanding these differ-
ences as part of overall situational awareness, without prescribing specific health interventions or management 
protocols.

Biosecurity education for camelids focuses on helping keepers understand how movement, environment, and 
observation interact within the realities of alpaca and llama husbandry. The goal is to support informed evalua-
tion of risk rather than promote uniform practices.
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