Topic 13. Rabbits

Rabbits are commonly kept in small-scale and backyard settings for a variety of purposes and are often housed
in close proximity to people, other animals, or garden and farm infrastructure. From a biosecurity perspective,
rabbit management emphasizes understanding how housing, handling, and environmental conditions can influ-
ence disease pathways.

Housing and space use are central considerations. Rabbits are often kept in hutches, cages, or enclosed runs that
may be located indoors or outdoors. These environments can influence exposure to pests, insects, wildlife, and
environmental contaminants. Biosecurity education focuses on recognizing how housing location and design
interact with the surrounding environment rather than prescribing specific structures or materials.

Animal movement is also relevant in rabbit biosecurity. Rabbits may be introduced from other breeders, moved
between enclosures, transported for breeding or sale, or housed temporarily in shared facilities such as shows
or exchanges. These movements create opportunities for indirect exposure through contact with other animals,
people, equipment, or surfaces.

Feed, bedding, and water sources are important interfaces for rabbits. Hay, pellets, bedding materials, and water
containers may be sourced off-property and stored for varying periods. From an educational standpoint, under-
standing how these materials are handled and stored helps place them within the broader biosecurity picture.

Health monitoring plays a key role in rabbit biosecurity. Changes in appetite, posture, activity level, coat condi-
tion, or behavior may provide early indications of stress or illness. In small operations, close daily observation
often allows caretakers to notice subtle changes. Linking observations with basic records can support clearer
interpretation over time.

Biosecurity education for rabbits emphasizes situational awareness rather than standardized protocols. Rabbit
operations vary widely in purpose and scale, and educational materials focus on helping keepers understand
how movement, housing, and observation interact within their specific setting.
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